
mercy community church
EastEr  DEvotional



Getting Started
In our community, we practice an ancient style of prayer and Bible study 
called Lectio Divina.  Through this practice, we read the Scriptures mul-
tiple times together when we study.  The first time through, we notice 
what word stands out to us.  The second time through, we attend to 
what phrase strikes us, and the third time, we ask ourselves what God 
might be calling us to do. For this Easter season, we have compiled a 
number of Lectio-style reflections to share with you, taken from the lec-
tionary passages for the Sundays and festival days of the season.  

We suggest you begin your daily devotion with a short prayer, simply and 
honestly asking God to speak to you for the day.  Then read the text for 
the day before reading the reflection.  Allow the reflection itself to serve 
as a voice from the wider community, as you prayerfully consider what 
God is saying to you.  The prayer at the end of each reflection could be 
used to call to mind God’s presence with you throughout the day.  

We hope this little offering might help deepen your own practice of 
prayer and reflection as you prepare for Good Friday and Easter.1
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1st Week of Easter 
Lectionary Readings

Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Colossians 3:1-4

John 20:1-18
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Easter sunday
John 20:1-18

Even though Jesus was killed and Joseph wrapped him in linen for burial, 
it was not over.   When Peter entered the tomb, he did not see Jesus but 
he saw the linen cloths Joseph had used lying there.  The face cloth that 
had wrapped Jesus’ head was not with the other cloths but was folded 
up in its own place.  It seems to me that this was Jesus’ way of saying 
‘thank you’ to those who had cared for him in his need.  There have been 
times that I spent the night with family or friends.  I get into bed or lay on 
a mat on the floor.  I wrap myself in blankets or a sleeping bag that has 
been provided.  Going to sleep, I am aware of my immense gratitude for 
the hospitality and care offered to me.  When I awake in the morning and 
make the bed or fold the blankets, it is my small way of saying, ‘Thank 
you.’  I cannot help but smile when thinking that after a good night’s 
sleep, I feel resurrected myself—ready for new life.

Prayer  Lord, thank you for the hospitality and care that brings us to new life.



4

First Monday of Easter
John 20:1-18

Reflection—v.1, ‘While it was still dark…’
Mary came to visit Jesus’ tomb ‘while it was still dark.’  For a time, she 
too remained in the dark, not comprehending the change that had oc-
curred: resurrection.  She came to the tomb expecting to see what she 
already knew.  It is not that I blame her.  How often we remain in the 
darkness, expecting the worst, having little faith in new possibilities.  We 
know what we know—and expect as much.  Let us honestly examine the 
places where we remain in the dark, bound to our expectation of others, 
ourselves, or the possibilities placed before us.

Prayer
Look upon me, oh God, and in the light that that falls softly from your gaze, help 
me to see beyond my own darkened expectaions and to behold the possibility of 
your resurrection all around me.
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First tuesday of Easter
John 20:1-18

Reflection v.6-7
John has already told us the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead 
and Lazarus walking out of his tomb, still bound in his burial dressings 
(11.44).  When Peter looks into Jesus’ tomb, he finds both the linen buri-
al dressings and the face cloth lying there.  Unlike Lazarus, who will die 
again, Jesus has truly been raised from the dead will not go back: he has 
no more need of a burial cloth.  As we seek to live into resurrected life, 
we might consider the ways in which we remain bound to death.  What 
habits cling to us, telling us again of demise?  To which things do we cling, 
convincing ourselves that they will bring us joy or solve our problems? 

Prayer
Lord of life and resurrection, you have raised me to new life; help me now to live, 
no longer bound within the old trappings of death.
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First Wednesday of Easter
John 20:1-18

Reflection—v.11, ‘Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying…’
‘More is better,’ promises a new phone commercial—a familiar message 
for us, a people who are marketed to constantly.  We are bombarded 
incessantly with messages of what more we need, and quite literally, we 
buy into the lies.  This should make it hard for us to be too harsh with 
Mary when she finds one she loved dearly has been lost; it sends her 
into tears.  Could an empty tomb really be a sign of hope?  Can we really 
find contentment with less?  An empty tomb means everything we know 
is upturned—not even the dead stay dead.  EVERYTHING changes now.  
What possibilities arise now with the perceived lack in our lives?  What 
space has been created within us by keeping Lent?  How quickly do we 
return to comfortable patterns we have always known?  Less is more, 
biblically and counter-culturally.

Prayer Meet us, Jesus, at our empty tombs and show us we need no more than 
you.
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First thursday of Easter
John 20:1-18

Reflection—v.15, ‘Thinking he was the gardener…’
‘In the beginning,’ John’s first words, easily recall Genesis’ first words.  
Just as the world was created out of a dark void, we find Mary in the dark, 
in a garden, by a tomb.  It is almost like the start of a bad horror movie.  
This place that reeks of death is, in fact, the place from which a new cre-
ation is birthed into the world.  Jesus is the one who cultivates God’s work 
in our hearts—the one who showed us the way, the truth, and the life we 
are called to live.  Just as he did, let us cultivate healing, and relationships, 
and generosity, and prayer, and justice, and intentionality, and love.  As 
growers of God’s love, may we too be mistaken for gardeners.

Prayer  Gardener God, grow in me the desire to know you better.  To find my root 
in you, and to create—working with you to cultivate your kingdom on earth.
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First Friday of Easter
John 20:1-18

Reflection—v.5 ‘Thinking he was the gardener…’
How differently we engage people when we think we know them—a tax 
collector becomes a thief; a woman becomes a wildly inappropriate har-
lot; a gardener becomes a body snatcher.  Instead, in this gospel we see 
the generosity of a dinner host who is also a tax collector; the worship of  
a woman who sits at and bathes the feet of Jesus while her sister serves 
food; and the resurrected Lord who stands outside the tomb where he 
was buried.  What might we expect if we approached each person with 
an open heart?  I suppose we might be seen as foolish, but as followers of 
Christ, is that not what we are called to be?

Prayer  
Redeemer God, open my heart to see each person as you see them.  
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First saturday of Easter
John 20:1-18

Reflection—v.16, ‘Jesus said to her, “Mary.”’
Every now and then, I encounter someone who, as the old-timers used to 
say, call me ‘anything but a child of God.’  At Mercy, we are all too familiar 
with unkind labels; I suspect others have experienced this as well.  I find it 
striking that Mary’s entire perspective changes the moment Jesus names 
her as she truly is, ‘Mary.’  When we feel understood, everything becomes 
clearer for us.  Unfortunately, we cannot force others understand us. We 
can try, however, to offer the gift of understanding to ourselves and to 
others.  St. Francis prays with us that we ‘seek to understand, rather than 
be understood.’  Seeing each person as a child of God with a name, a 
story, and as worthy of being understood is hard work, but it is good and 
right.  May we lead by example.

Prayer  Lord, may I hear in my heart the voice of love that calls me by my true 
name--and in turn seek more to understand than to be understood.
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2nd Week of Easter
Lectionary Readings

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

Psalm 16:1-11

1 Peter 1:3-9

John 20:19-31
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second sunday of Easter
John 20:19-31

Reflection—v.19,  ‘the doors… were locked for fear’
The followers of Jesus are in hiding behind locked doors.  The powers that 
be had executed the would-be messiah.  They had given up everything 
to follow him; now it seemed all they had done was to throw it all away.  
How joyous they had been when he called them; now, no doubt, they 
were next in line to die.  Fear is everywhere.  And then Jesus comes.  He 
does not knock.  He does not unlock or even open the doors.  He simply 
comes to them where they are, and he says one word, one simple but 
powerful word: he bids them, ‘Peace.’  Fear keeps all of us locked-up at 
some point behind closed doors.  And yet, though fear may overwhelm us, 
God knows our hearts are not made for fear.  Jesus has no need to knock 
for hearts that have already been opened to him.  He simply comes, and 
brings the good news of unexpected peace.

Prayer  Jesus, sometimes overwhelmed by fear, in hiding and locked tight, my 
heart leaps before you; come again with peace to this heart you know so well.
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second Monday of Easter
John 20:19-31

Reflection—v. 19,  ‘Peace be with you…’
Jesus’ words of peace to his fearful disciples are more than sentiment, 
greater than well-wishing.  This peace is not even merely the quieting 
of their anxious, fearful hearts.  It is an announcement of victory, of the 
beginning of a new order of things.  Rome called its rule the ‘Pax Ro-
mana’—not, of course, because it was just or life-giving, but because few 
dared resist it and none successfully.  They crushed and crucified those 
who did.  So the man with nail prints in his hands and feet was declaring 
a new reign had come into being.  ‘Pax Christi’ had triumphed over Pax 
Romana.  And this new order of things would be built not upon the bod-
ies of slaves or the despoiling of the oppressed.  It would not maintian its 
peace through violence and war and nailing rebels to crosses. This peace 
would be based on forgiveness.  Only forgiveness takes an honest look at 
the world as it is--with all its brokeness, all its wounds, all its divisions-
-and declares now is the time for a new world.

Prayer  Your peace, oh crucified one, is forgiveness and compassion.  
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second tuesday of Easter
John 20:19-31

Reflection—v.21, ‘As the Father has sent me, so I send you…’
Jesus sends us to go out into the world in the same way that he himself 
has gone into the world.  His work is now our work—his way of being in 
the world, ours.  It is a communing beyond words.  This way of being is 
expressed powerfully in the image of shared breath.  The life-giving Spir-
it comes in the Gospel of John through the intimacy of breath, as Jesus 
breathes out and the community receives the Spirit.  How is it that such 
great power can be communicated in such a gentle, intimate act?  Be-
cause glory has been radically redefined in this gospel.  The glory of God 
in Jesus is not the glory of the world.  It is not to be found in bombast and 
pomp, in might and wealth and riches.  No, it is on the cross that Jesus is 
glorified, literally emptying the flesh that the Word became, as blood and 
water and breath are poured out.  His self-giving love is his glory, passed 
on to us through the intimacy of breath.  It is a conspiracy of grace.

Prayer  Holy Spirit, breath of Jesus, breathe on me.
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second Wednesday of Easter
John 20:19-31

Reflection—v. 20, ‘he showed them his hands and side…’
The resurrected Lord still bears in his body the marks of wounds.  There is 
no more authentic sign of the gospel, in all of its unspeakable mystery and 
saving power, than this.  Here stands Jesus, fully living yet truly wounded.  
There was no magic trick at the cross, no evading of the devious designs 
of death.  Jesus died.  Jesus lives.  And the one who lives offers as proof of 
the power of his indestructible love the scars in his hands and the depths 
of the wound in his side.  Here is where forgiveness begins for all of us--in 
the wounds that cannot destroy us but can become sources of healing, if 
we are willing.  This is true forgiveness that knows full well the cost and 
with clear eyes has paid the price.  Though grace-filled, there is nothing 
cheap or easy about redemption.  Are we willing to allow ourselves to be 
so thoroughly transformed by love that even our wounds bring life?  

Prayer   Wounded Lord, transform me in your love so that my wounds may bring 
life and healing, too.
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second thursday of Easter
John 20:19-31

Reflection 
Thomas is often called the ‘doubter,’ but by diminishing Thomas’ faith 
we are missing the point of his story.  Thomas only asks to see what the 
other disciples have already seen: the hands and side of Jesus (20.20).  
More importantly, Thomas is not rebuked by Jesus for ‘doubting,’  a bit of 
a loose translation.  Literally, Jesus says to Thomas: ‘Do not become faith-
less but faithful.’  These words of Jesus follow the invitation to, in fact, 
touch his wounds.  This is a powerful, transformative encounter indeed 
and one that gets at the heart of the gospel—at the heart of the God that 
Jesus has come to reveal: out of the wounds borne by the God of love 
come life.  From this scandalous source, the wounds of our living Lord, 
faith springs and our faithfulness is demanded. 

Prayer  Jesus, your wounds are the source of life and draw me by faith; grant that 
I may beome ever more faithful and unafraid to find life in wounds.
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second Friday of Easter
John 20:19-31

Reflection—v. 29, ‘Blessed are those who have not seen…’
The point of the story is not so much that Thomas is rebuked by Jesus as 
it is that we are blessed.  Though we may not be able to see Jesus, living 
and wounded, in the same way that Thomas saw him, nevertheless John 
has been making a very big point: seeing is deeper and more of the heart 
than simple sight alone (cf. 9.39).  These stories are written for us, so that 
we might believe—just as Thomas and the first disciples believed on the 
first Easter.  Our blessing is to see without seeing—to believe without 
having been there to touch his wounds in person.  Easter is the invitation 
to become joyously more faithful: to go out with the blessing and Spirit of 
Jesus, forgiving and not judging, just as he did.  With these blessed eyes 
and in the words of Thomas, who gives us his own story to strengthen our 
faith, let us confess: this wounded one is ‘our Lord and our God.’

Prayer   Oh Jesus, wounded and living, you are my Lord and God; with these 
blessed eyes, may I see you in all things.
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second saturday of Easter
John 20:19-31

Reflection—v. 31, ‘you may have life’
For us on the streets, life and death is not a metaphor—and the con-
trast could not be clearer.  Close to our wounded Lord as he suffers in his 
people, we have blessed eyes.  Suffering is present, and love enters into 
the suffering of others.  Of this, be assured.  But suffering in itself is not 
the point; life is.  Faith in this scandalous messiah leads to life—and al-
ways to life.  But it is a life that cannot be fully experienced so long as we 
cling to our safe ways in this old order.  We can never have our fill of all 
the false promises the world offers us.  Drink cannot satisfy.  Drugs never 
make us high enough to not come down.  People and things and power 
are all empty when emptied of the resurrected and crucified one.  Only 
his way of love, unafraid of wounds and engaged in the suffering of the 
world, is life. 

Prayer  Living One, help me to live fully-engaged, unafraid of wounds.
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3rd Week of Easter 
Lectionary Readings

Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19

1 Peter 1:17-23

Luke 24:13-35
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third sunday of Easter
Luke 24: 13-35

Reflection—v.15-16, ‘...prevented from recognizing him.’
Reading this, I have sometimes imagined a holy hand reaching down from 
heaven, preventing the disciples from recognizing Jesus.  Surely, they 
would know God upon seeing God!  Now I am not so certain.  Often I 
have not recognized someone when I see them out of context.  I have ap-
proached others clouded by judgments and assumptions.  I have walked 
around, stuck in my own head—worried about what I have said, or what 
I plan to do, or how to make things perfect, or what is expected of me.  I 
would not have known my best friend in those moments had he stepped 
on my foot.  Perhaps it was not God that prevented the disciples from 
seeing Jesus but the disciples themselves.  I prevent myself from seeing 
Jesus, when he presents himself to me through grace in the world.  Prayer 
helps us to quiet our minds, get out of ourselves, and to open ourselves 
to meeting Jesus on the road.

Prayer Jesus, help us not to get in the way of seeing you as you stand before us.
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third Monday of Easter
Luke 24: 13-35

Reflection—v.19, ‘…the things about Jesus of Nazareth’ 
Even when we ‘know’ something, how often do we truly understand it?  
The two disciples walking the road to Emmaus could easily recount Jesus’ 
crucifixion story—and yet they did not really ‘get it.’  They did not grasp 
the implications it had for the world or the call it placed on their own 
lives.  Often I find myself relaying gossip, without really thinking about 
the impact the story might have on the lives involved.  Or I breeze through 
Bible passages, remembering the insights someone told me or that I saw 
long ago, not really stopping to contemplate what the passage says to me 
today.  I am grateful and humbled in those moments when I am called 
back to visit what I glossed over.  In life and in written word, I find the 
story holds significant lessons I would have missed otherwise.

Prayer
Jesus, who walks with me, help me to truly see the stories that give life.
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third tuesday of Easter
Luke 24: 13-35

Reflection— v.25, ‘You foolish people, your dull minds keep you 
from believing.’
Jesus sounds exasperated, at the very least.  Caught up in the gossip and 
retelling the stories to them by others, the disciples do not get the point 
of what happened the past few days.  The drama of the crucifixion holds 
their attention rather than the possibilities of resurrection.  Replaying the 
drama of our lives is the easiest thing to do.  Moving past the drama and 
not reacting to it takes discipline and makes us deeply uncomfortable.  
But it is there, by taking a step back and widening our perspective, that 
the work or God becomes clear. 

Prayer
Jesus, who walks with me, let my mind not become so entranced by the drama 
of my life that it becomes dull to the brilliant radiance of your work within and 
all around me.
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third Wednesday of Easter
Luke 24: 13-35

Reflection—v. 32, ‘Weren’t our hearts on fire?’
Our bodies tell us a lot; they are quicker to react to experiences than our 
conscious minds.  If I were to see a bear in the woods, my heart would 
beat faster, my breath would become shallow, and my stomach would 
turn to knots.   Only then would I realize, ‘I am scared!’  Our thoughts and 
language come second to our bodily reaction.  Like so many of us, the 
disciples ignored their body and the signs of their intuition while on the 
road with Jesus.  Paying attention to our bodies, carefully and well-crafted 
by God, can be a powerful tool for prayer and discernment.  The disciples’ 
hearts were on fire while with Jesus.  They felt the energy of their bod-
ies.  Their encounter would have looked much differently if they had been 
able to discern what their bodies already knew: they were standing in the 
presence of God.  How would our lives look if we felt and knew the mo-
ment God was at work in our presence?

Prayer  Lord, wonderfully you have made my body; help me to listen to it prayer-
fully.
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third thursday of Easter
Luke 24: 13-35

Reflection— v. 33 ‘They got up and returned to Jerusalem...’
The disciples with whom Jesus journeyed were headed to Emmaus.  Jesus 
walked with them as they moved away from where the rest of the faith-
ful community gathered.  I find it encouraging that Jesus met these two 
exactly where they were, in the direction they were going, even though 
they were going the wrong way.  Jesus helped them to understand what 
they had not.  Upon recognizing Jesus for who he was, they changed their 
direction, forever changing their hearts and lives, and rejoined the com-
munity.  I wrestle with the ways I move away from my own faith commu-
nity and to where God calls me to be.  Thank God that even there, Jesus 
finds me—and us—and helps to redirect our steps.

Prayer  
Jesus, who walks with me, find me where I wander today, and lead me again 
toward new life.
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third Friday of Easter
Luke 24: 13-35

Reflection—v.35 ‘Jesus was made known to them as he broke 
bread.’
There is something distinctly holy—something altogether Christian—
about knowing Jesus in the breaking of bread.  In this simple act, we ac-
knowledge one another’s humanity, one another’s inclusion as a part of a 
body bigger than our own.  We realize that God does not hide from suffer-
ing—that indeed brokenness is difficult, but that in being broken, sharing 
becomes possible.  In that bread broken, our hunger is satiated: our hun-
ger for justice, for equality, for community, for grace, for God’s presence 
on the darkest of days.  In breaking bread, Jesus is known.  Halleluiah!

Prayer  
Oh Jesus, you are the bread broken, and in this graceful brokenness, I know you 
most truly.  Oh, Jesus, bread that feeds us, all I long for is satisfied in you. 
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third saturday of Easter
Luke 24: 13-35

Reflection
It is striking how much the encounter between Jesus and the two disci-
ples has the shape of a worship experience.  They talk together about the 
scriptures, interpret them, and then come to table and commune with 
one another.  And, most importantly, Jesus who travelled with them is 
made known to them.  After his death, this is where Jesus continues to be 
revealed—in our worship.  This is where faith develops legs.  This is where 
our direction is changed.  We cannot do it alone—and, thanks be to God, 
we do not have to. 

Prayer  
Jesus, who walks with us and is made known to us in the breaking of bread, 
help me to worship all along the way, as you come to me again and again in the 
company of my sisters and brothers.
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4th Week of Easter
Lectionary Readings

Acts 2:42-47

Psalm 23:1-6

1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10:1-10
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Fourth sunday of Easter
John 10:1-10

Reflection—v. 6,  ‘They did not understand what he was saying…’ 
We must admit Jesus can be confusing and hard to follow—both as a 
teacher and as the Lord of our lives.  John tells his story by weaving mis-
understanding into the narrative.  As his hearers, two things happen.   
One, we feel smarter than Nicodemus or the disciples, for example.  Sec-
ond, we begin to sense this security of ours may be false.  John wants us 
to stop and ask where we might be confused.  What keeps us from full un-
derstanding?  From Nicodemus to the woman at the well to the Pharisees 
to his closest disciples, the ways we try to secure ourselves outside God’s 
exclusive claim upon life usually lead to confusion.  Maybe we are bound 
by comfort or survival or power or fear.  Whatever it is, both we and they 
live anxiously grasping at a way to hold onto life without openining our 
hands—and our hearts—to the gift of God. 

Prayer  Help me, Jesus, to see what I do not see--and to open my heart to you.
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Fourth Monday of Easter
John 10:1-10

Reflection—v. 10, ‘…that you may have life and that more abun-
dantly.’ 
Everywhere in John, we see Jesus bringing overflowing life.  At Cana, the 
best wine comes last, when the party-goers have already had more than 
enough (2.10).  In the wilderness meal, baskets-full are left over--and 
none of it to be left behind, lost (6.12).  The woman at the well is prom-
ised such plentiful water that she will never thirst again; it will become an 
inner wellspring that fully satisfies (4.14).  Here, Jesus not only protects 
the flock but leads them to verdant pastures.  The Prologue sets the tone: 
‘through Moses came the Law,’ but Jesus brings grace on top of grace on 
top grace (1.16).  Isn’t simple grace enough?  Not for our lavish, loving 
God, whom we see fully only when we see Jesus truly.  God wills life for 
all of us, piled up and overflowing, springing up from within.

Prayer  God of Life, I welcome the overflowing fullness of life that you will for us 
all, springing like living water from the depths of my heart.
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Fourth tuesday of Easter
John 10:1-10

Reflection—v.10, ‘the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy…’
John is gifted in giving us clear contrasts.  These contrasts are not an 
overly simplistic, card-board caricature, but unambiguous signs for our 
discernment.  Jesus comes for life.  But there is always the counterpoint: 
the thief that comes to ‘steal, kill, and to destroy.’  The truth is we expe-
rience, and participate ourselves, in a world in which relationships and 
structures, personal decisions and actions, bear the unmistakable finger-
prints of a stealing, killing, destructive thief.  To follow Jesus in the Spirit 
and power of Easter is to turn away from these life-negating ways of being 
in the world, just as much as it is to turn toward the one who brings over-
flowing life.  We must be careful not to seek to secure our sense of self by 
taking and consuming, accumulating and hoarding, hurting and harming, 
holding hatred or desires for revenge in our hearts.  These are ways of the 
thief.  Let us turn instead toward Jesus, who invites us to life.

Prayer  Living and Life-giving Jesus, lead me not in the ways of the thief.
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Fourth Wednesday of Easter
John 10:1-10

Reflection
John’s gospel is often remarked upon as the gospel that makes the most 
exalted claims about Jesus, especially his divinity.  There is some truth to 
this, I suppose, but I wonder if we are not short-changing both the other 
evangelists and John himself.  The Jesus that Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
preach claims us as powerfully and unequivocally as does John’s Jesus, 
and Jesus in John is portrayed in extraordinarily human ways.  This is after 
all the ‘Word made flesh,’ and the one who thirsts upon the cross.  Per-
haps it is not so much that John’s Jesus is more exalted, more ‘divine,’ or 
of a ‘higher’ christology, as John shows us a deeply contemplative and 
mystical Jesus, who talks in startling ways about the relationship of the 
messianic son to God the father—and even more startlingly about our 
relationship with the Son and Father.

Prayer  Jesus, help me to know you in your humanity, especially in my sisters 
and brothers.
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Fourth thursday of Easter
John 10:1-10

Reflection—v. 7, ‘So again Jesus said to them, I am….’
A simple enough subject and verb pairing, used by all of us so often in 
everyday speech, ‘I Am’ in the mouth of Jesus in John’s gospel carries 
with it the scandalous overtones of God’s own proper name, the one who 
identifies himself to Moses as ‘I Am who I Am.’  Is Jesus God?  Yes, I be-
lieve.  But I also believe there is an implicit mysticism in Jesus’ statements 
about the relationship he shares with the Father—a mystery of seeing 
and hearing, of beholding and becoming, of union and oneness, of never 
being alone even when the world has turned against us and our friends 
have abandoned us.  Unbelievably, it is into this relationship that Jesus 
invites us, too.  It is the ‘place’ he goes to prepare for us--has prepared for 
us since that first Easter.  Might we be so bold as to enter into the mystery 
of the Son and the Father with the Holy Spirit, our companion and guide?

Prayer  Jesus, more than I know or comprehend, you invite us into the myster-
ies of your union with the Father; I trust you where my understanding fails.
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Fourth Friday of Easter
John 10:1-10

Reflection—v. 9, ‘I am the gate...’
Jesus tells us unambiguously he is ‘the gate.’  Now all the pieces of this 
parable about sheep should fit neatly into place.  Except nothing is ever 
neat with Jesus.  It seems the one who is the ‘gate’ will later turn out to 
be the ‘good shepherd,’ too.  There is no easy way to reconcile these two, 
very different claims.  Nor is there meant to be.   That is because of Eas-
ter.  Jesus is not one we can simply, easily, neatly describe.  He will not be 
reduced to metaphor.  He is the word beyond words.  Jesus is the living 
one and the crucified one.  The one bold enough to say ‘I Am’ will not be 
mastered by us, then boxed up and quickly sorted.  Yet Jesus longs--or  
‘thirsts,’ as John would put it—to be known by us, fully and intimately.  
The shepherd is the gate—to safety and to pasture, so that we may en-
counter abundant life.  There is no other way, no back door.

Prayer  Jesus, Gate to pasture and safety and good shepherd to feed and pro-
tect me, I thirst for you from the depths of my heart; satisfy me with your love.
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Fourth saturday of Easter
John 10:1-10

Reflection—v. 4, ‘The sheep follow him for they know his voice.’
How can we be sure we are turning from ways that ‘steal, kill, and de-
stroy’ and toward the one who alone gives ‘abundant life’?  Our direc-
tion is determined by hearing the voice of the one ‘who is speaking,’ the 
good shepherd who gathers and tends his flock (9.37; 10.3).   The sheep 
hear the shepherd’s voice, says Jesus, but not a stranger’s. The stranger, 
robbers and bandits, and the thief that comes to take life overlap in the 
parable.  These voices not only distract; they are destructive—for sheep 
left alone and vulnerable as well as for the ‘one flock’ Jesus is gathering.  
Hearing is more than recognizing voices.  This kind of hearing is an atten-
tive and faithful listening that issues forth from a life that conforms to the 
shepherd’s will.  His voice calls the dead to life; it is the voice of Easter.  It 
calls forth in us the abundant life that can only be found in the freedom 
to lay down our lives for the sake of love. 

Prayer  Good shepherd, help me to hear from the heart and listen with my life.
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5th Week of Easter
Lectionary Readings

Acts 7:55-60

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14
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Fifth sunday of Easter
John 14:1-14

Reflection—v.1, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled...’ 
Jesus commands us to claim the freedom not to let our hearts be troubled.  
Yet Jesus was troubled—and often.  At Lazarus’ tomb, Jesus is ‘deeply 
moved’ and troubled (11.33).  As his ‘hour’ draws near, he is troubled 
(12.27).  In fact, just a few verses earlier, Jesus is troubled at his impend-
ing betrayal (13.21).  Understandably, this community and its leader are 
troubled.  But even in his own anguish, Jesus points to a way forward.  The 
very things that now trouble them, his betrayal and death, will unfold into 
the larger horizon of Easter reality.  There will be trouble, but it will result 
in new life (16.21).  In the world re-made by Easter, we are able to claim 
freedom to turn our hearts toward joy—not to deny the trouble we and 
others experience—but in defiance of death.  This power to ‘not let’ is the 
freedom to become children of God like Jesus (1.12).

Prayer  Jesus, thank you for the freedom to not let trouble claim my heart.
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Fifth Monday of Easter
John 14:1-14

Reflection—v. 1, ‘You believe in God, believe also in me.’ 
Where do we find the freedom to not allow trouble to overwhelm our 
hearts?  Faith, says Jesus.  But faith can be, and often is, confusing.  The 
God in whom we believe can seem at times very far away from the trou-
bles that press us.  So Jesus, rather boldly, perhaps scandalously, encour-
ages us to ‘believe also’ in him.  Why?  Because in Jesus, the ways of God 
are not abstract.  The way of God is enfleshed  and troubled with us.  We 
see Jesus healing the sick, forgiving sinners, giving life to the dead, and 
drawing all humanity together in one.  Too often we have believed in God 
abstractly, but we must never allow ourselves to believe in Jesus as a dis-
tant abstraction, however beautiful and theologically pleasing.  Jesus is 
God present in our history, showing us the way to the heart of the Father 
by his very presence in our troubles, always acting to save.  
 

Prayer  Jesus, heart of God enfleshed, I believe in you.
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Fifth tuesday of Easter
John 14:1-14

Reflection—v.2, ‘...I am going... ’ 
Where is Jesus from?  And where is he going?  In John, images of space 
and movement open us to a deeper sense of who Jesus is.  Is he from 
Nazareth—out of which ‘nothing good can come?’  Or is he one sent from 
God—a very different place of origin?  Beyond the basic movements of 
coming and going, Jesus will also come again to ‘take us to himself.’  This 
is not the Second Coming or Jesus coming to us at the time of our death. 
This coming again after going is the Easter reality; this is what Jesus is 
preparing for us by his death and resurrection.  So where is he?  Coming 
or going or coming again, there is only one place: ‘I am in the Father, and 
the Father is in me.’  This is the ‘place’ Jesus has also prepared for us: to 
be in the Father with him.  This is the mission behind all of his movement, 
so that where he is, there we may be also.

Prayer  
Come again, Lord, and take me to yourself, so I may dwell in God with you. 
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Fifth Wednesday of Easter
John 14:1-14

Reflection—v. 2, ‘...I go to prepare a place for you....’
Ever wonder about the traditional translation, ‘In my Father’s house, 
there are many mansions’?  Sounds odd, doesn’t it—mansions in a 
house?  Newer translations have ‘many rooms.’  The NRSV, still a bit awk-
ward, comes closer with ‘dwelling places.’  The Greek word means mak-
ing a ‘home.’  If we think only of heaven, dare I say, we miss something 
more important.  We are invited to make our home with God here and 
now—in our hearts, lives, and communities.  By his going, not to heaven 
but to the cross, Jesus prepares this ‘place.’  From the beginning, we have 
been invited to ‘come and see’ where Jesus makes his home (2.38-39).  
His desire that ‘where I am there you may be also’ is the same as the call 
to follow him.  This intimate communion of discipleship is our home, our 
new dwelling place, in the Father—and in the world.

Prayer   Jesus, may I make my home with you in God and in the world.
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Fifth thursday of Easter
John 14:1-14

Reflection—v. 9, ‘Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.’
Phillip asks Jesus to show the Father to the disciples.  That will be enough, 
he says.  Jesus responds that to see him is to see the Father.  We know 
by reading John that this is a deeper seeing—a seeing that demands we 
first admit our own blindness.  Without such self-awareness and frank 
honesty, it seems neither Pharisees nor disciples are able to see Jesus for 
who he truly is.   We see him supremely in his self-emptying love on the 
cross.  It is by grace, of course, that we can see any of this.  Grace is always 
a gift that comes from outside of us because of the love and generosity 
of the giver—no less so for us than for the man born blind (John 9).  But 
such extraordinary grace comes in the most ordinary ways.  It is mixed in 
the dirt and spit of our lives, if you will, and rubbed in our eyes.  Only then 
can we see fully and freely and truly.

Prayer   Jesus, in you we see God; rub your earth and water in my eyes so I can 
see.
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Fifth Friday of Easter
John 14:1-14

Reflection— v.9, ‘Have I been with you all this time… and you 
still do not know me?’ 
Grace so extraordinary, so amazing, comes to us in the ordinary and is 
so easily taken for granted.  Jesus offers us clear, understandable—and 
exceedingly ordinary—means for knowing him and truly seeing him as 
he is: simply to be with him.  As big as the cosmos and as personal as the 
heart, what Jesus says is not only mind-blowing, it teeters on the edge of 
scandalous.  After all, the ‘place’ Jesus is preparing is in the Father’s house 
where we are all invited to make our home.  Jesus says, ‘I am in the Fa-
ther, and the Father is in me’ and that the Father ‘makes his home in me.’  
We are welcomed to make our home with Jesus, and through him, with 
God.  When Jesus says, ‘Follow me,’ he means, ‘Be with me and come to 
know me.’  Such an ordinary way to extraordinary life.

Prayer   Jesus, may I want no more than to be with you and come to know you.
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Fifth saturday of Easter
John 14:1-14

Reflection—v.12, ‘...whoever believes in me will do the works 
that I do...’ 
If we cannot believe in Jesus through being with and knowing him, then 
we can at least believe because of his works.  In John’s gospel, works 
are the liberating expression of Jesus’ intimate and prayerful relation-
ship with his Father: giving abundant drink and food, healing the sick and 
blind, forgiving sinners and raising the dead.  Jesus is what some call a 
‘contemplative-in-action.’  The works of love and signs of power he does 
are ‘only what he sees the Father doing’ (5.19).  And we will do the same 
works for the same reason.  Our works, like those of Jesus, are meant to 
spring from the same source—intimacy with God.  All we do to liberate 
and love, enliven and heal, must express our own prayerful contempla-
tion as our way of being in the world.  

Prayer  God, help me to see your ongoing work in this world that you love and to 
love it even as you do. 
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6th Week of Easter
Lectionary Readings

Acts 17:22-31

Psalm 66:8-20

1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21



43

sixth sunday of Easter
John 14:15-21

Reflection—v.17, ‘you know him because he lives in you.’
Have you ever had a feeling about something that you had trouble de-
scribing with words?  I have.  Becoming conscious of intuition is tricky; 
developing an awareness about which observations aroused our feelings 
is even more difficult.  Integrating observations and emotions takes a 
good bit of intentional practice.  Some folks make Sherlock-esque  de-
ductions with cold reasoning.  Others of us respond to our gut, not fully 
understanding what provoked our reaction.  And still, many of us remain 
protective of ourselves, ignoring others or numbing ourselves to our feel-
ings.  For Jesus, having the strength to do God’s impossible work of love 
is the observable, countercultural action that points to the inner recogni-
tion that God works inside of us.  We become integrated and whole as 
we develop an awareness of our motivations and from where we draw 
strength—truly living.

Prayer  God of life, help me to have the courage to look inward and outward, that 
I may then act in your love.
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sixth Monday of Easter
John 14:15-21

Reflection—v. 19, ‘because I live, you will live too’
Outside validatation motivates many of us.  We are motivated by affirm-
ing words, inclusion into a group, and good statistics.  The problem is 
that words fade, groups plan new events, and statistics become dated—
looking outside ourselves, we need constant affirmation to feel valued.  
The crazy-making part is that we cannot control others, though we try.  
We cannot demand their affirmations or invitations.  We wait around for 
others to give us what we want—feeling sorry for ourselves until they 
do or try and manipulate others to get them to do what we want.  It is 
exhausting!  Jesus promises to bolster us with love, not outside of our-
selves, but from within where he forever dwells with us.  Our interactions 
then become a outpouring of the love we already posess within, not our 
manipulations.  Our work is to continually tap into that love, going inside 
and communing with God through prayer.  

Prayer God, we give thanks that you are our never-diminishing sustenance, for 
which we merely need to look.
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sixth tuesday of Easter
John 14:15-21

Reflection—v. 21, ‘whoever has my commandments and keeps 
them loves me’
As the old song goes, ‘and they will know we are Christians by our love.’  
This is the mark of our relationship with God—love.  It is the outpouring 
of God as God ‘lives in [us].’  While Jesus instructs us to ‘keep [his] com-
mandments,’ in chapter 15 he defines his commandment (singular) to be, 
‘love each other as I have loved you.’  Because God loves us, we are called 
to share that love with one another.  Moreover, in this text we notice a 
linguistic clue that points to love’s complexity as Jesus tells us to keep his 
commandments (plural) but defines his commandment singularly.

Prayer
Companion God, help me to be patient —I know that to love is a harsh and dread-
ful thing to ask of us, but it is your way.  It is the only way.  Give me the courage 
to bear through it and that I might be changed by it.
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sixth Wednesday of Easter
John 14:15-21

Reflection—v. 17, ‘he abides with you’
Jesus sets a baseline for our love of God: it is grounded in keeping God’s 
commands.  And, thankfully, we are not left alone on the journey.  We are 
left with the Spirit of Truth, ‘the Advocate.’  Jesus says, ‘The world can nei-
ther see nor know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.’  
I do not know about you, but this tells me that God is coming to be with 
us in a deeply personal relationship.  This connection between seeing and 
knowing is key; our vision and knowledge of our advocate is entwined in 
our love for Jesus, which manifests itself—or does not—in our lives. 

Prayer
Holy Spirit, you have come to me to lead me into a deeper relationship with Je-
sus, who loves me and gave himslf for me.  May my relationship with you express 
itself in my loving and giving myself for others.
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sixth thursday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31

Reflection
The people of Athens ‘used to spend their time doing nothing but talk-
ing about or listening to the newest thing’ (v.21).  They—like us  —found 
themselves intrigued and distracted by trends and and material poses-
sions.  However, unlike us, the Athenians dedicated a public space to ‘to 
an unknown God.’ They created the space to acknowledge that there 
might be someone more than they could imagine. Paul draws the atten-
tion of the Athenian audience to the seemingly insignigficant unknown 
God by quoting their own poets, ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being.’ Though smart phones, cars, and the latest fashions hold great 
monetary value, they pale in comparison and fail to point to God. We stay 
focused on things—our idols which we believe can fix our problems— not  
acknowledging what God is doing in the world.  

Prayer God, help us to see the idols we create and to turn back to you.
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sixth Friday of Easter
Psalm 66:8-20

Reflection
vows and proclamations 
praises and confessions,
our words to God, neighbor, and community
never to be given disingenuously,
our promises cannot be held as true 
unless we faithfully follow through,
half-hearted oaths cannot do 
when it invariably comes to 
our shared belovedness 
in the eyes of
a loving Creator.

Prayer  
God of Faithful Covenant, in your mercy hear us and take us for your own.
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sixth saturday of Easter
1 Peter 3:13-22

Reflection
As Christians we are called to model our lives after a Christ who suffered 
greatly for doing what is right. With him as our example, our choices of-
ten look foolish to others.  We are not masochists, seeking out pain, but 
realize the value of being with those suffer, knowing that we cannot al-
ways fix it, and know that our pursuit of justice might ignite ridicule.  Ad-
hering to Christ’s commandments exempts us not from unjust suffering 
and turmoil.  Our faith is relational, never transactional, and relationships 
are difficult and require hard work. The power of our faith is found in 
transforming trials and tribulations into growth opportunities—where we 
work on our issues regardless of the dysfunction that systems or other 
people bring to a situation. 

Prayer  God, I seek to live a life of integrity—help me love and be open to change.
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7th Week of Easter
Lectionary Readings

 Acts 1:6-14

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

John 17:1-11
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seventh sunday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14

Reflection— v.8, ‘...be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea, and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth...’
When I was in elementary school, I thought it was silly that the librarian 
would repeat a line that she had already read after being interrupted.  
We know what you said, I thought; we remember!  The end of the gospel 
of Luke echoes the beginning of Acts, where Jesus instructs the disciples 
that they are to be ‘[his] witnesses... to the end of the earth.’  Luke clari-
fies our witness in his gospel, ‘Christ will suffer and be raised from the 
dead on the third day and a change of heart and forgiveness of sins must 
be preached in his name’ (Lk 24.46-47).  May we take that charge seri-
ously this Easter season.  Changed hearts and genuine forgiveness are 
actions that witness to others the joy and love of Christ.  Maybe being 
reminded of what we ‘already know’ can be helpful afterall.  

Prayer  Jesus, change my heart and help me to forgive so I may be your witness.
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seventh Monday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14

Reflection—v.7 ‘Is this the time when you will restore the king-
dom to Israel?’
Even now, after Jesus’ nonviolent giving of his life, the disciples still seem 
not to understand what he was all about.  ‘Is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ they ask.  God’s kingdom does not pit one 
people against another.  Jesus insists that they not worry about the timing 
of God’s reign, but instead witness to new life and forgiveness toward all.  
If only we ourselves could stop pointing fingers and declaring ourselves 
right over and against others.  If only we could finally open our hearts to 
love and forgiveness.  It will not be easy, but oh, what a world it will be!

Prayer  
Lord, you have shown us the way, and yet even now we turn back to old patterns 
of finger-pointing and the desire for vengence; open our hearts!
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seventh tuesday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14

Reflection— v.8 ‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you…’
With their eyes still on political power and overturning the Roman Em-
pire, Jesus assures them that they will indeed be given power.  However, 
it was a different type of power than they expected.  It is the empower-
ment that comes from the Holy Spirit.  It is the empowerment to witness, 
thereby changing their own hearts and coming to forgive others.  Our 
charge is not an easy one, but it is not one we do alone—God empowers 
us with the Holy Spirit to do what God calls us to do.  Thanks be to God!

Prayer  
Holy Spirit, empower me today with your very presence in my being.  May your 
presence in me lead to my witness in the world, with truth and love.  
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seventh Wednesday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14

Reflection— v.11, ‘…why are you standing here looking toward 
heaven?’
I am not going to lie, this line makes me giggle.  My mind is brought back 
to my visit to Jerusalem where I visited the shrine encasing the place from 
which Jesus ascended from earth—his launch pad, if you will (which is 
what ‘the spot,’ marble floor with a square cut-out showing the natural 
rock , looked alike).  I am not sure that angels would have admonished 
me much differently than the disciples of this passage, except that I was 
looking down and they were looking up.  Each of us was caught up where 
Jesus had been, as opposed to where Jesus currently works.

Prayer  God, my guide and my hope, help me to be a follower of Christ—going 
where he goes, not staring from the sidelines.
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seventh thursday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14

Reflection— v.13, ‘...they went to the upstairs room...’
Christ’s charge to the disciples who witnessed his ascension was to start 
witnessing in Jerusalem to his life, death, resurrection.  The disciples 
return to Jerusalem—and pray.  My inclination would have been to get 
started; I have instructions from the big guy himself and I am already in 
the right place.  There was something Jesus said about the Holy Spirit, but 
I am pretty sure I would have rushed past that part.  I am learning that 
the way of the disciples—going to prayer—might be best.  The Quakers 
call my inclination ‘out-running your guide.’  This is when we are guided 
by the Spirit, but we become impatient.  We think we know where we are 
going, so we run ahead and stop listening.  Our society pushes us to go 
and to do.  It seems unnatural to stop and pray.  And yet, to check our mo-
tivations, to check how others are truly affected by our actions, to check 
where the Spirit is leading, to pray is exactly what we should do.

Prayer   Lord, help me to quit going and doing without stopping and praying.
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seventh Friday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14

Reflection—v.14, ‘…together with certain women, including 
Mary, the mother of Jesus…’
Being raised Protestant, Mary was not given much prominence in my 
Christian education.  As I grow older, however, I am developing a deeper 
appreciation for her.  We learn here, for example, Mary was not just pres-
ent at the birth of Jesus but also at the birth of the church.  Just as Mary 
‘pondered in her heart’ the news of her pregnancy, so too she (and the 
other disciples, men and women alike) gathered together as equals to 
pray as the church came to birth.  As broken people, our church has not 
always lived out Christ’s message of love and forgiveness, but my hope is 
that when we engage in honest prayer, that we join with the saints, like 
Mary, who discerned and lived well God’s call.

Prayer  
Lord, help me to discern from the heart and live well your call, just as Mary did.
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seventh saturday of Easter
Acts 1:6-14

Reflection—v.11, 14, ‘Gentiles, why are you standing here… to-
gether with certain women…’
It is not until the departure of Jesus that the church begins—not that 
Jesus’ presence among us is not real, it is.  Discipleship in a diverse com-
munity is a familiar theme of Luke’s; throughout his gospel and Acts, he 
stresses that women, Galileans (those living in outlying lands of Hebrew 
territory and frequently associated with a fanatical anti-Rome sect), and 
Gentiles (non-Jewish people) were followers of Christ.  Here, I imagine, 
they are again gathered together, uncertain about how to approach the 
task set before them.  Throughout Luke’s gospel Jesus encourages the 
disciples to action; ‘you give them something to eat,’ he coaxes (Lk. 9.13).  
Now as they prepare for their calling, they wisely return to their source.  
They pray—listening and waiting for the spirit to guide them as Jesus had.

Prayer  God, we know we are more faithful when we turn inward; help us take 
the time to listen to you this day, and each day.                                      
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Pentecost
Lectionary Readings

Acts 2:1-21

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

John 20:19-23
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Pentecost sunday
Acts 2:1-21

Reflection 
I love how the gift of the Holy Spirit engaged all of the senses—the sound 
of the wind, the touch of it filling the house, fiery tongues appearing, 
and many languages speaking.  How often does the Spirit stir around us: 
shouting at us, touching us, appearing to us, tickling our own tongues?  
But we neither see the evidence as the presence of God nor do those 
who witness it know what to make of it.  In fact, the diversity of the Spir-
it-filled church confused onlookers. ’What does this mean?’ they won-
dered.  When we bring together otherwise segregated groups, people 
frequently doubt our intentions.  A diverse church becomes something 
other than Spirit-filled.  It becomes ‘that soup kitchen’ or ‘that place that 
brings down our property values’ or ‘that place I visit once a year to feel 
good.’  It is ‘that place I avoid because I get uncomfortable’ or ‘that place 
that should only speak my language’ or ‘that place full of sinners.’  But if 
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Pentecost

we can believe it, sometimes we are that place that is Spirit-filled.  To be 
Spirit-filled means hard work and misunderstanding—hearing hard truths 
and sorting out lies.  And life is that much sweeter for it.

Prayer  Holy Spirit, help all my senses to be engaged by your gift--and help me to 
know it is you at work all around me.  



61

Closing
It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent
enterprise that is God’s work. Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of say-
ing that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an
opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the mas-
ter builder and the worker. We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not 
messiahs.  We are prophets of a future not our own.   

—Archbishop Oscar Romero
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